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CARE courts
will help the
homeless.
Support SB 1338
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tlement of the red planet over 200 years — from notes
he’d taken in the Sierra.
“In describing the Martian landscape as if it were the
High Sierra, I was really fudging it, because only by terraforming Mars could I make that cold poisonous planet into a place anything like the Sierra,” he confesses.
“Reviewers who wrote things like, ‘It almost seems as if
Robinson has been to Mars,’ always made me laugh.”
The clearest connection between Robinson the hiker
and Robinson the writer is climate change, a focus of
his 2020 masterpiece, “The Ministry for the Future,”
about an imagined U.N. agency that represents future
generations. In “The High Sierra,” this utopian writer
despairs at the changes he sees in the mountains.
“Higher temperatures are here already, and the Sierra glaciers will soon be gone. The high country will dry
out. Back home, I found myself stricken by this realization.” Later, a friend explains the Sierra’s extraordinary resilience, and Robinson is reassured, learning to
see the mountains’ future with “fearful joy.”
Robinson, 70, expresses impatience with today’s argument, fashionable among progressives, that the concept of “wilderness” — and policies to preserve “untouched” spaces like national parks — are merely imperialist or colonial attempts to erase indigenous cultures.
Instead, Robinson argues for longer view that would
protect the future of all species by designating more
areas as wilderness.
The preservation of the Sierra — especially the unbroken wilderness from Tioga to the far south of the
range — is an achievement that deserves emulation at a
global scale, he writes, embracing the late biologist E.O.
Wilson’s proposal to leave half the Rarth empty of human beings. That’s the way, he argues, to save plants
and animals and our own human descendants, “who
otherwise might be given a world wrecked by our ecocide.”
Someday, California’s great futurist-novelist imagines, the Sierra could be a crucial link “in the habitat
corridors that eventually will stretch from the Yukon to
Tierra del Fuego, as part of a worldwide network of protected land that will help to keep innumerable species
from extinction — this is beautiful.”
Joe Mathews writes the Connecting California column for Zócalo Public Square.
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In confronting the unhoused crisis, let’s start by
asking, “How do we help those who cannot help
themselves?”
First, we must acknowledge there are people,
many lost to their own family, who are in truly desperate condition. Then we must actively advocate for
the newly proposed CARE Courts. CARE stands for
community assistance, recovery and empowerment.
People on the streets suffering from acute substance abuse disorder or severe mental illness need
our help beyond just housing. It’s important to distinguish between the people who are homeless and
those in an untreated severe health crisis. This subset of homeless people is often the most visible. It’s
inhumane to let people in this dire condition suffer
out on the streets. They are our brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers and children — the least among us. In
cases where family can’t or won’t intervene, as one
would hope, the community must step up.
Shelters or daytime drop-in centers provide temporary relief for some. Navigation centers, such as
Martha’s Village and Kitchen in Indio and the one
planned for Palm Springs, can provide an important
off-ramp for those willing and able to seek help. However, there are many who clearly do not have the capacity to help themselves due to more severe maladies.
In addition to housing first programs, the California Legislature is now evaluating a new piece of legislation, Senate Bill 1338, that could become an extra
tool that helps local communities address those with
more severe issues. SB 1338 establish the CARE program. This legislation deserves and needs your attention and active support.
CARE establishes a special court — bringing together local case managers, social service agencies,
local police, public defenders and prosecutors — to
divert these severe cases away from the legal system
and jail and into safe shelter and treatment. For the
most severe cases, the special court could authorize a
conservatorship, thereby directing the individual
into longer-term and more intensive intervention
and treatment.
This legislation is both well-intentioned and sorely needed. It is supported by most city mayors and
city councils.
Unfortunately, groups such as the California ACLU
(full disclosure, an organization I financially support), Disability Rights California, and the Western
Center on Law and Poverty are organizing a campaign to oppose the legislation based on the misguided belief that, somehow, the new CARE court will
abuse its authority and compromise the individual
rights of the very people that desperately need the
community’s help through more intensive intervention.
Now is the time to voice your support for SB 1338 to
your representatives in Sacramento. It’s the very
least we can do.
David Murphy is one of the founders and leaders of
the Community Partnership on Homelessness in
Palm Springs. Email him at dcmurphysf@gmail.com
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