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OPINION
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

DAVE GRANLUND

If California comes for Midwest water, we have
plenty of dynamite in Minnesota

I live in Red Wing, Minnesota. Recently I have no-
ticed several letters to the editor in your publication
that promoted taking water from the Mississippi River
or the Great Lakes and diverting it to California via
pipeline or aqueduct.

I will save you some time by informing you that it is
not going to happen because the local citizenry here
doesn’t want you to have that water. There are very,
very many people living along the Mississippi River
and around the Great Lakes that really, really don’t like
California or Californians.

Californians should remember their own history,
namely the Owens Valley water wars when valley
farmers dynamited an aqueduct that was stealing
their water and draining into the sewer that is Los An-
geles.

We have plenty of dynamite in Minnesota. My ad-
vice to you is: Don’t Californicate the upper Midwest.

Paul Cofell, Red Wing, Minnesota 

Memo to West on water: Create your own
solutions to your own problems

We appreciate the conundrum and crisis faced out
West by those suffering through drought, but the rest
of a weary nation would like to bluntly say, “Stop trying
to steal our water because you have used up your own.” 

Politicians and residents out West have created this
crisis over the past century by overbuilding, wasting
water (Las Vegas anyone?), and acting irresponsibly. 

Who thinks it’s a great idea to build massive me-
tropolises in arid regions, plant grass, build fountains,
then wonder why there isn’t enough water?

The Great Lakes, the Mississippi River, and other
water resources aren’t going to be touched. Forget it.
To divert water would drop local water tables, destroy
wetlands, dry out farms and potentially permanently
change weather patterns needed to support life in
these regions. 

If anyone tries to steal this water, they’ll find them-
selves outvoted in Washington and losing in court. 

I’ve lived in six states, and I have never witnessed
the sense of entitlement to other states’ resources that
I have every time the West needs more water.

We hurt for you, but we cannot bankrupt ourselves
to bail you out every time you need water.

Physician, heal thyself! Create your own solutions
to your own problems. 

Charles Babb, Thibodaux, Louisiana

Mitchell is wrong on tuition waiver

I found the opinion piece by the self-anointed “na-
tionally recognized expert” Donald Craig Mitchell con-
cerning tuition waivers for tribal members at the Uni-
versity of California to be insulting.

Mr. Mitchell, a white man, is afraid some fake tribal
members are going to pull a fast one on UC. First,
American Indian enrollment at UC is about half a per-
cent. Second, all low-income students qualify for free
tuition at UC (see UC Blue and Gold Opportunity Plan).

Are there bad actors in any population? Of course —
just ask the white parents who bribed the university to
have their children admitted. He clearly has a right-
wing ax to grind and fears yet another minority group
is out to take what’s “ours.” He says it’s all a “woke ges-
ture.” The word “woke” ruins any argument. 

Dante Noto, Cathedral City 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In confronting the unhoused crisis, let’s start by
asking, “How do we help those who cannot help
themselves?” 

First, we must acknowledge there are people,
many lost to their own family, who are in truly des-
perate condition. Then we must actively advocate for
the newly proposed CARE Courts. CARE stands for
community assistance, recovery and empowerment. 

People on the streets suffering from acute sub-
stance abuse disorder or severe mental illness need
our help beyond just housing. It’s important to dis-
tinguish between the people who are homeless and
those in an untreated severe health crisis. This sub-
set of homeless people is often the most visible. It’s
inhumane to let people in this dire condition suffer
out on the streets. They are our brothers, sisters, fa-
thers, mothers and children — the least among us. In
cases where family can’t or won’t intervene, as one
would hope, the community must step up. 

Shelters or daytime drop-in centers provide tem-
porary relief for some. Navigation centers, such as
Martha’s Village and Kitchen in Indio and the one
planned for Palm Springs, can provide an important
off-ramp for those willing and able to seek help. How-
ever, there are many who clearly do not have the ca-
pacity to help themselves due to more severe mala-
dies. 

In addition to housing first programs, the Califor-
nia Legislature is now evaluating a new piece of legis-
lation, Senate Bill 1338, that could become an extra
tool that helps local communities address those with
more severe issues. SB 1338 establish the CARE pro-
gram. This legislation deserves and needs your atten-
tion and active support. 

CARE establishes a special court — bringing to-
gether local case managers, social service agencies,
local police, public defenders and prosecutors — to
divert these severe cases away from the legal system
and jail and into safe shelter and treatment. For the
most severe cases, the special court could authorize a
conservatorship, thereby directing the individual
into longer-term and more intensive intervention
and treatment. 

This legislation is both well-intentioned and sore-
ly needed. It is supported by most city mayors and
city councils. 

Unfortunately, groups such as the California ACLU
(full disclosure, an organization I financially sup-
port), Disability Rights California, and the Western
Center on Law and Poverty are organizing a cam-
paign to oppose the legislation based on the misguid-
ed belief that, somehow, the new CARE court will
abuse its authority and compromise the individual
rights of the very people that desperately need the
community’s help through more intensive interven-
tion. 

Now is the time to voice your support for SB 1338 to
your representatives in Sacramento. It’s the very
least we can do.

David Murphy is one of the founders and leaders of
the Community Partnership on Homelessness in
Palm Springs. Email him at dcmurphysf@gmail.com

CARE courts
will help the
homeless.
Support SB 1338

Your Turn
David Murphy

Guest columnist

Want to see into the future?
Then hike the High Sierra.
That’s one conclusion of a surprising new memoir

from California’s greatest living science fiction writer,
Kim Stanley Robinson, about his lifetime of backpack-
ing in our great mountain range.

“The High Sierra: A Love Story” is as sprawling as the
Sierra Nevada mountains themselves. The 550-page
memoir offers fast-paced explorations of Sierra history,
people, geography — and how the range’s rocks can
shift your mind.

“I knew that this granite world, holding me in its
cupped hands as I lay on it, glowing luminously in the
moonlight, was a magic place,” he writes of his Sierra
trips, which began when he was a UC San Diego stu-
dent in 1973 and continue today, from his Davis home.
He adds: “It was as if I could choose to visit heaven.”

The book is most powerful for demonstrating how
mountains can inspire visions of the future.

Robinson’s novels are acclaimed for their political
and environmental plausibility, their literary polish and
their optimism. Reading his memoir, then, feels like
hearing a magician’s secrets.

The inspiration Robinson finds in his Sierra walks
clearly informed the characters in his “Three Califor-
nias” trilogy (about three different futures of Orange
County, where he grew up), who visit Dragon Pass and
Dusty Basin. His 2013 novel “Shaman,” which imagines
how people live in an ice age, owes a debt to his snow-
shoeing trips in the range during winters. His account
of an attempted settlement on the moon in 2015’s “Au-
rora” is inspired by Sierra landscapes, as are some of
the scenes Robinson imagines in the 2012 novel “2312,”
when human society has colonized other planets in the
solar system.

In the memoir, he cops to taking accounts of Martian
walks in his “Mars” trilogy — novels chronicling the set-

tlement of the red planet over 200 years — from notes
he’d taken in the Sierra.

“In describing the Martian landscape as if it were the
High Sierra, I was really fudging it, because only by ter-
raforming Mars could I make that cold poisonous plan-
et into a place anything like the Sierra,” he confesses.
“Reviewers who wrote things like, ‘It almost seems as if
Robinson has been to Mars,’ always made me laugh.”

The clearest connection between Robinson the hiker
and Robinson the writer is climate change, a focus of
his 2020 masterpiece, “The Ministry for the Future,”
about an imagined U.N. agency that represents future
generations. In “The High Sierra,” this utopian writer
despairs at the changes he sees in the mountains.

“Higher temperatures are here already, and the Sier-
ra glaciers will soon be gone. The high country will dry
out. Back home, I found myself stricken by this real-
ization.” Later, a friend explains the Sierra’s extraordi-
nary resilience, and Robinson is reassured, learning to
see the mountains’ future with “fearful joy.”

Robinson, 70, expresses impatience with today’s ar-
gument, fashionable among progressives, that the con-
cept of “wilderness” — and policies to preserve “un-
touched” spaces like national parks — are merely impe-
rialist or colonial attempts to erase indigenous cultures.
Instead, Robinson argues for longer view that would
protect the future of all species by designating more
areas as wilderness.

The preservation of the Sierra — especially the un-
broken wilderness from Tioga to the far south of the
range — is an achievement that deserves emulation at a
global scale, he writes, embracing the late biologist E.O.
Wilson’s proposal to leave half the Rarth empty of hu-
man beings. That’s the way, he argues, to save plants
and animals and our own human descendants, “who
otherwise might be given a world wrecked by our eco-
cide.”

Someday, California’s great futurist-novelist imag-
ines, the Sierra could be a crucial link “in the habitat
corridors that eventually will stretch from the Yukon to
Tierra del Fuego, as part of a worldwide network of pro-
tected land that will help to keep innumerable species
from extinction — this is beautiful.”

Joe Mathews writes the Connecting California col-
umn for Zócalo Public Square.

From the High Sierra,
you can see the future

Connecting California
Joe Mathews 

Columnist


